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I. Basis of the report 



1. With regard to the elements of the international application:* 
the international application as originally filed 

the description: 
pages 

pages 

pages 



□ 



, as originally filed 

, filed with the demand 



, filed with the letter of 



□ 



the claims: 

pages 

pages 

pages 

pages 



, as originally filed 

, as amended (together with any statement under Article 19 
, filed with the demand 



□ 



filed with the letter of 



the drawings: 
pages 



, as originally filed 

3 filed with the demand 



pages 



filed with the letter of 



I I the sequence listing part of the description: 
pages 
pages 
pages 



, as originally filed 

filed with the demand 



filed with the letter of 



2. With regard to tiie language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the language in which 
the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language which is* 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rule 23.1(b)). 
CH the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3 (b)). 

□ 

the language of the translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rule 55.2 and/ 
or 55.3). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the international 
prelimmary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

□ contained in the international application in written form, 
filed together with the international application in computer readable form, 
furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form, 
furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 
international application as filed has been furnished. 

The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence listing has 
been furnished. 



□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 

□ 
□ 



The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 
□ the description, pages 

□ 
□ 



the claims, Nos. . 



the drawings, sheets/fig . 



5 rn report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered to go 
— beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)).** 

♦ Replacement sheets which have been furnished to the receiving Office in respofise to an invitation under Article J 4 are referred to 
in this report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rule 70 J 6 
and 70, 1 7). 

^*Any replacement sfieet containing such amendments must be referred to under item J aiul annexed to this report 
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V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1. Statement 

Novelty (N) Claims 



4, 6-12 YES 



Claims 1..3,5 NO 



Inventive step (IS) Claims 



8,9 YES 



^^^^ 1-7, 10-12 NO 

Industrial applicability (lA) Claims 2-12 YES 



Claims 



NO 



2. Citations and explanations 

I 

Document 1: JP, 1-200914, A (MITSUBISHI RAYON CO., LTD.), 14 August 1989 (14.08.89) 
Document 2: JP, 7-276360, A (MITSUBISHI RAYON CO., LTD.), 24 October 1995 (24.10.95) 

The subject matter of claims 1-3 and 5 is not novel on account of document 1 cited in the ISR. 
Document 1 describes a prepreg obtained by laminating a fiber-reinforced sheet on a resin layer coated 
on a release paper and applying pressure with a press roll, thereby infusing resin fi*om one side of the 
fiber sheet. Regarding the aforesaid fiber sheet's resin layer, the press roll that makes contact With the 
face on tiie opposite side is a press roll whose surface has roughness with non-continuous projections 
so resin is infused locally. Therefore flie resulting prepreg has a resin layer continuous from the 
surface to a fixed depth in the interior from one face of the fiber-reinforced sheet and on the other face 
of the fiber-reinforced sheet there is a portion infused with resin and a portion without infused resin; 
fee resiD-infbsed portions appear to be in a state that constitutes islands. Also, document 1 says the 
preferred projection surface ratio of fee press roll is in fee range of 20-90%. 

The subject matter of claims 4, 6, 7, and 10-12 does not involve an mventive step on account of 
document 1 and document 2 cited in fee ISR. Docxunent 2 describes using a sheet having projections 
or a rough surface on one side or bofe sides as fee cover sheet for a prepreg whose base is a 
imidirectional fiber sheet, and making separation of fee cover sheet and prepreg easy by laminating 
feem so feat the prepreg comes into contact wife fee sheet's projections. Therefore constituting fee 
prepreg described in document 1, which recommends use of a unidirectional fiber sheet, using a cover 
sheet having projections as described in document 2 could easily be conceived by a person skilled in 
fee art. 

The subject matter of claims 8 and 9 is novel and involves an inventive step wife regard to 
documents 1 and 2 cited in fee ISR. Documents 1 and 2 neifeer describe nor suggest a constitution 
where a proiective film having projections is glued to a fiber-reinforced sheet continuously infused 
wife resiai in fee interior in order to maintain conditions that keep resin fluidity. 
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Vm. Certain observations on the international application 

The following observations on the clarity of the claims, description, and drawings or on the question whether the claims are fully 
supported by the description, are made: 

The end of claim 5 refers to a prepreg manufacturing method, but claim 5 describes only the 
shape of a prepreg that is the final product; there is essentially no description whatsoever of a 
constituent feature specifying a manufacturing process. Therefore the invention of claim 5 is not 
clearly constituted as an invention of a method of manufacturing things. 
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